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Recently, I was reading a book of the sayings of Mother Teresa, Everything 

Starts from Prayer.  Something she said prompted me to think of all of you at 

McConnellsburg United Presbyterian Church.  She said, “Be faithful in small 

things because it is in them that your strength lies.”  I thought about Jesus’ parable 

of the master who entrusted his servants with “talents” and went away on a long 

trip.  Upon his return the master commended the servants who used their “talents” 

wisely:  “Well done, good and faithful servant!  You have been faithful with a few 

things; I will put you in charge of many things.   Come and share your master’s 

happiness!”  (Matthew 25:21, 23)   

 It has been a tremendous blessing for me to be a part of this “faithful” 

congregation over the past 18 months!  There is so much “talent,” along with time 

and energy, begin put toward glorifying God and carrying out God’s mission, 

sharing His love and grace in the world around us.  The mission and outreach; the 

music and worship; the sharing, fellowship, and sincere concern for those who are 

hurting and in need – have all been a faithful witness to the Savior, whose death 

and resurrection we remembered in April.   

 We do serve a risen Savior, and your faithfulness is living proof.  I continue to 

pray that you will find the right Pastor who will love and serve you, and lead you 

into a bright future.  At the same time, I am convinced that when God does bring 

you that person, he or she will be blessed by your faithfulness to our Lord.   

 Continue to grow strong in being faithful in small things, and you will enjoy 

God’s blessings!      - Pastor Dale 

 

NOTE:   

 

The 

GLEANER 
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I will not be with you in May.  My wife and I will visit our oldest daughter, 

Kristin, who heads up the Japanese Section at the Cambridge (England) University 

Library the first two Sundays in May; and Sunday, May 21
st
, we will attend the 

graduation of our youngest daughter, Rachel, from Hamilton College in Clinton, 

NY. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MAY 
3-Carolyn Kerlin 

7-Doug Brown 

8-Ella Spriggs 

9-Ricki Winegardner 

11-Megan Williams 

12-Gary Ankney, Brynlee Parson 

15-Betty Gail Faunce 

17-LeeAnne Kendall 

19-Ander Gregory 

21-Eric Leese 

22-Faye Elvey, Panya Peck 

Olivia Reed 

26-Hannah Hilliker 

28-Weylin Mitchell, Benjamin Behan 

30-Mary Ott 

31-Janet Gordon 

 

        
GLEANER DEADLINE  for the June 

issue is , May 25,, 2017.  Please submit 

your information by that day.  If you 

can’t email it, feel free to call or lay a  

hand written document on the 

secretary’s desk.  

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns: Please be in prayer for 

those listed below and their families: 

Short Term: : Family of Rudy Mihalick, 

Jane & Paul MacDonald, Gerald Peck, 

Audrey Mitchell, Harvey Kneas, Fred 

Stenger, Mike Stenger, Chauncey 

McGarvey., & Greg Ramsey.Long Term: 

PNC, Ben Faunce, Wayne McCoy, 

Nolan Heironimus, Anne Howard, 

 &, Chas Howells (Son of Wes Howells). 
 

 

Thank you to Jayne and Laura Metcalfe 

for providing breakfast on Easter morning.  

It was fantastic! 

 

Thank you to all who hosted soup night, 

made soup, dessert, brought bread, or helped 

in any way.  Soup night was better attended 

this year than at any time in its history.  

What a wonderful community outreach 

opportunity. 
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Presbyterian Women meeting is May 10, 
2017 in the Fellowship House at 2:00 PM.  

The program will be announced. 

 

 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO SIGN 

UP FOR “THE GATHERING” 
Thank you to all those individuals who 

helped with “The Gathering” during the 

month of April.  Deb Carbaugh, Donna 

Ankney, Janet & Bill McGinnis. 

 

Trustees 
Trustees met April 13, 2017 

Our next meeting will be Thursday, May 11 

at 7 pm in the Fellowship House 

Those present David Bivens, Raymond 

Aller, Richard Hornberger, Ron Mitchell, 

and Gary Ankney. 

 

We continue to work to improve our church 

buildings. Bulbs have been replaced, filters 

changed, smoke detectors batteries have 

been checked, faucets have been fixed, 

minor electric repairs have been made, etc. 

 

We are seeking guidance from Session on 

insulating the Sanctuary and installing the 

needed steel beam in the CE building. 

 

We will seek guidance on the best way to 

keep our sanctuary walls and ceiling in good 

repair and that will be historically correct. 

 

If you see something that needs our 

attention, please contact us. 

 

We ask that the chairs in the Fellowship 

House meeting room be refurbished. They 

need it. 

 

Deacons 
April 5, 2017 

Meeting was opened by Stanley Kerlin. Also 

present were Connie Brown, Patty Rhodes, 

April Leese, Barb MacDonald and Joyce 

Hornberger. 

Minutes from March were reviewed and 

approved. 

Visits/concerns were discussed. Prayer list 

was reviewed. 

New Business 

Representative is needed for Nominating 

Committee – Patty Rhodes volunteered and 

was approved. 

Easter Egg Hunt has been organized by 

Connie Brown and will be held Palm 

Sunday (April 9) after church behind the 

Fellowship House. If weather does not 

cooperate, it will be held in the Fellowship 

Hall. 

Discussed list of people to receive Easter 

flowers. Joyce will order flowers from 

Elveys and they will be at the church for the 

Deacons to pick up and deliver. 

 

Benevolences 
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Loves Closet $100.00 

Our Daily Bread $200.00 

Fulton County Food Basket $1000.00 

Heifer International $1000.00 

American Red Cross $500.00 

Next meeting will be May 3, 2017 at 7pm. 

At that meeting, we will set date for the Ice 

Cream Social 

Closing prayer was led by Barbara 

MacDonald at 7:40pm 

 

Session 
April 19, 2017 

 

Session met on April 19 at the Fellowship 

House with elders Tim Drover, Al Clark,  

Carolyn Kerlin, Mary Lou Eisenhower, Ken 

Keebaugh, and LeeAnne Kendall present as 

well as moderator Rev. Darlene Kline. 

Absent and excused was elder Donna 

Ankney.   Devotions were led by elder 

Keebaugh.  The meeting agenda and the 

minutes of the February 15 stated session 

meeting and the March 19 called session 

meeting were approved.  The average 

attendance for the month of March was 64. 

Several items of correspondence were read 

and discussed. During worship on April 9, 

Palm Sunday, Jayne and Laura Metcalfe 

were received as members.  Jayne by 

reaffirmation  of faith and Laura by letter of 

transfer from the United Church of Christ, 

Mercersburg. Welcome Jayne and Laura. 

Elder Eisenhower reported that the PNC is 

moving forward and still meets weekly.  

Elder Drover submitted the monthly 

financial report, and discussed several 

improvements to the church and fellowship 

house that we should consider in the near 

future. Summer hours, church picnic, and 

worship at the white church were approved.  

The picnic will be held at Cowan’s Gap on 

June 11, with worship at 10:00.  Worship 

will be continued to be held at 10:00 until 

September 10.  The service at the white 

church will be held on June 18.  Sunday 

school for the classes of Mrs. Kneas and 

Mrs. Mann will be suspended until 

September.  It was approved to hold a 

meeting of the corporation following 

worship on April 30 for the purpose of 

electing a new trustee. Carolyn will 

purchase a bible for our graduating senior, 

Matt Brown.  The board committees were 

organized.  They remain the same except 

Ken Keebaugh will head the nominating 

committee.  Charles and Marion Walker and 

Deb Carbaugh are stepping down after 

faithfully serving many years as financial 

secretaries. Possible replacements for them 

were discussed. Elder Drover will attend 

next month’s trustee meeting to discuss 

upcoming projects.  New prayer partners 

were assigned.  The meeting was adjourned 

at 8:30 with prayer by the moderator. 

 

 
 

Presbyterian Women 
 

April 12, 2017 

 

The April 12, 2017 meeting of the 

Presbyterian Women was held at the 

Fellowship House at 2:00.  There were 13 

present including several guests.  The 

meeting was opened by LeeAnne Kendall 

filling for moderator Carolyn.  She 

welcomed everyone including the guests.  

We asked that everyone remember the 

following as well as all who need God’s 

healing touch:  Paul and Jane MacDonald, 

Gerald Peck, Audrey Mitchell, Jeff Fowler, 
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Tammy Metz, Kenny and Ella Sprigs, 

Martha Seville, PNC. 

 

The minutes of the March meeting were 

read and approved.  The treasurer’s report 

was given by Marion Walker.  The March 

offering was $87.00 leaving a balance of 

$129.73.   

 

The program was turned over to Noreen 

Mann who presented an interesting and 

informative talk about the Civil War.  She 

focused on the underlying causes, and the 

local skirmishes, the Battle of Gettysburg, 

and the burning of Chambersburg.  She also 

mentioned local residents who fought or 

participated in some way.  Thank  you 

Noreen for a great program. 

 

Refreshments were provided by LeeAnne 

Kendall and Carolyn Kneas and served by 

LeeAnne and Mary Ott. 

 

The next meeting will be held on May 10 at 

the Fellowship House.  The program will be 

presented by Becky Drover.  Janet Gordon 

and FaeAnna Heilig. 

 
 

No Children’s Sunday School classes will 

be held during the month of May.  Classes 

will resume in September.  Thank you to 

Noreen Mann and Carolyn Kneas, who have 

coordinated and taught the class this year. 

 

 

LOOKING AHEAD-SAVE THE 

DATES 
 

Summer hour of 10:00AM for worship will 

begin on June 11, 2017.  It will return to Fall 

& Winter hour of 11:00AM on September 

10, 2017. 

 

 

 

 

Worship and Church Picnic at Cowan’s 

Gap State Park will take place on June 11, 

2017 beginning at 10:00AM. 

 

Annual Service at the White Church at 

Union Cemetery will be held on June 18, 

2017 beginning at 10:00AM. 

 

 

 

 

 

RELIGIOUS TRAVEL 

EXPERIENCE IN THE UNITED 

KINGDOM  

 
The Session of McConnellsburg United 

Presbyterian Church has approved a 

proposal by Pastor Dale to lead a tour, “11 

Days:  Presbyterian Scotland & England,” 

October 16-26, 2017.  The tour, planned by 

The Quest Travel Group, will include 

roundtrip air from Dulles International 

Airport, accommodation in 3 and 4 star 

hotels, breakfast daily, 6 dinners, full-time 

tour director, excursions and cultural 

activities, transportation by private coach, 

and more.  The tour will begin in  

Edinburgh, Scotland and end in London, 

England.  The cost is approximately $3,900 

per person (includes tips & taxes).  The tour 

is open to the community – tell your friends 

and relatives about it!  A signup sheet is 
posted in the Narthex, along with a detailed 

itinerary  
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May Lectionary Readings 

 
Week of May 7 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2: 42-47 

Psalms 23 

1 Peter 2: 19-35 

John 10: 1-10 

 

Week of May 14 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 7: 55-60 

Psalms 31: 1-5, 15-16 

1 Peter 2: 2-10 

John 14: 1-14 

 

Week of May 21 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
Acts 17: 22-31 

Psalms 66: 8-20 

1 Peter 3: 13-22 

John 14: 15-21 

 

Week of May 28 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Acts 1: 6-14 

Psalms 68: 1-10, 32-35 

1 Peter: 4: 12-14 

1 Peter 5: 6-11 

John 17: 1-11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VICTORY GARDEN PROGRAM   Penn 

State Master Gardeners of Fulton County 

invite all to participate in the sixth victory 

garden program.  Cost is $25 per person or 

$30 per family.  Participants will meet every 

Thursday beginning on April 20 thru 

October 2017 from 9-11 AM,at the  

Fellowship House..  The garden is located 

behind the Fellowship House.  This program 

teaches more effective ways to garden while 

sharing in the produce grown.  There is one 

hour of instruction & one hour working in 

the garden.  For more information or to sign 

up, contact Lisa Truax at 717-325-4870 or 

717-325-4874 or E Mail lnt115@psu.edu. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


